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Dear Parents:

I am thrilled to report that so many of our staff here at Ridgewood Avenue School
have been immunized and with the recent eligibility for all teachers, more and more
are securing appointments.  Kudos to our Nurse who has been working hard to
support the staff in getting these shots.  The two of us have been busy contacting
doctors, hospitals, pharmacies and even legislators in a quest to help get those who
want to be vaccinated- vaccinated!  Our progress here at RAS has been excellent.

The district has been busy with plans for “moving forward” and that includes a
recent district reopening committee meeting with administrators, staff, parents and
students from throughout the district.  At Ridgewood Avenue, our moving forward
team has created a timeline that clearly outlines what our next phases will look like
and I am optimistic we will be ready to finalize it and make that public within a
week.

Thank you to those who completed the recent survey which helped us in planning
and being able to confirm being ready for an open enrollment opportunity here at
RAS:

One Time-Change
Each student at RAS began the year with a one-time change option to offer families
comfort and some flexibility in decisions.  We have kept track of those changes and
are aware that many who used them, are ready and waiting for a second change.
For those who have yet to use your one-time change--that will, as of right now,
remain an option for you to exercise at any point this year.

Open Enrollment
This would be for students who have used their one time change and are ready for
another.  The open enrollment time for those students will be March 15, 2021 for
Cohort B students and March 16, 2021 for Cohort A students. In order to plan
effectively and ensure desks are set and ready for the students, parents must notify
via email of their intentions by Friday, March 12, 2021.  The email should be sent to Dr.
Donovan- mdonovan@glenridge.org and you will receive a confirmation response
from him along with further details. Please understand that this opportunity is
dependent on our region moving out of its current “high risk” zone.  If that does
not happen by the dates above, new dates will be shared.
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We are busy brainstorming the possibilities of a longer day, bringing students in
every day, what would lunch and recess look, distancing, protocols and much more!
You can be on the lookout for a survey being sent at the district level and that input
will be a next step in helping inform our decisions. When we consider what this
school year has looked like for students at Ridgewood Avenue School compared to
so many others in neighboring towns or around the state, we remain proud and
confident in our decisions.  Safety will be a priority. So will moving forward!

March 13th will mark one year from when we left school for what we thought would
be 2 weeks to help “flatten the curve.” Still so unbelievable. I am optimistic that the
warm weather and sunshine that is clearly on its way will be just what we need [and
deserve] to move forward.

Sincerely,

Michael Donovan
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